
325-327 HARBORNE LANE
HARBORNE, BIRMINGHAM
TELEPHONE: 0121 472 1402

GENUINE EX-ARMY CLOTHING AND
FOOTWEAR

T.W.
RYDER
LTD
ARMY & NAVY STORE

MastercardMastercard
SWITCH

Open 6 Days
Closed Sunday

Ex- British Army Boots and RAF Shoes.
German Para Boots and Lowa Boots. Camo

Shirts, Jackets and Trousers. Waterproof clothing
and Salopettes. Hi-Tech Magnum Boots.

Workwear including Boiler Suits and Steel Boots
and Shoes. Camping equipment inc Tents,

Sleeping Bags and Accessories.
Childrens Camo clothing and Thermal Underwear

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk

IMPORTANT UNRESERVED
2 DAY SALE BY AUCTION
A DECEASED ESTATE REMOVED

FROM A LARGE VICTORIAN
RESIDENCE IN EARLSWOOD

APPROX 1000 LOTS—ALL WITHOUT RESERVE

DAY 1 – FRI 2nd DEC AT 10:30am
Inc glassware, china & pottery, books & dolls,

Corgi & Dinky toys, LP records, jewellery, Chinese
& Japanese ware, Masons chinaware, Majolica
ware, blue & white china, Art Deco figures etc.

DAY 2 – SAT 2nd DEC AT 10:30am
Antique oak dresser, early carved oak table, carved
kneehole desk, early oak bible box, 4 long case
clocks, writing boxes, copper kettles, warming
pans, iron footman, brass maslin pans, pine

dressers, dinner gong, kitchenalia, wooden bound
cabin trunk, walking sticks, miners lamps, rickshaw,
baby grand piano, 3 rocking horses, camphor wood

chest, spoon back chairs, walnut
sewing table, chaises longues, corner washstand,
oil lamp, straw hats, linen, clocks, foot stools,

pictures & prints, Oriental items, silver & silver plate,
stone flagons, tools & garden items

VIEWING FROM 10:00am to 4:00pm 1st DEC
& FROM 9.00am ON THE SALE DAYS

ARROW AUCTIONS, BARTLEET RD,
WASHFORD, REDDITCH B98 0DQ

Please visit our website for full details
of all lots including photographs:-

www.arrowauctions.co.uk
Arrow Auctions Tel 01527 517707

SELLY OAK
96 Lottie Road,
Selly Oak, B29 6JZ
0121 471 2745
Open 7 days (Sun 10-2)

SOLIHULL
59 Warwick Road,
Olton, Solihull, B92
0121 707 2306
Open 6 days (Mon-Sat)

Visit a BirminghamGas Showroom to
seewhat our range ofmodern and

traditional designs can do for your home.

www.fireplacesbirmingham.com

AMAZING FIRES
in stock now ready for

guaranteed pre-Christmas fitting
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Birmingham Airport is at log-
gerheads with the Confedera-
tion of British Industry (CBI) 
over its outspoken support 
for expansion of aviation 

services in London.
The UK’s senior management organi-

sation is urging the Government to 
build a third runway at Heathrow, or a 
new airport in the South-east of Eng-
land.

But the claim by CBI Director-Gener-
al John Cridland that “Britain will be 
left behind in the premier league of na-
tions” if Ministers fail to increase run-
way capacity in or around London has 
infuriated Birmingham Airport, which 
sees itself as a natural site for expan-
sion rather than the “overheated” capi-
tal.

John Morris, Head of Government 
and Industry Affairs at Birmingham 
Airport, has written to the CBI request-
ing an urgent meeting with Mr Crid-
land.

Mr Morris said the CBI appeared to 
be split over the issue, since the or-
ganisation’s West Midlands branch is 
supporting expansion of Birmingham 
Airport.

In a letter to the CBI in London, Mr 
Morris said: “Both as a CBI Committee 
Member and as a representative of 
aviation, I regret that we may have to 
disagree on this publicly unless you 
are able to take a more balanced view 
towards aviation across the UK.”

He points out in the letter that other 
European countries have more than 
one major airport, including Germany 
which is building its sixth.

“There is no reason, other than self-
ish self-interest, that the UK should not 
adopt the same model,” Mr Morris 
added.

He said that Birmingham Airport has 
the capacity to take an additional nine 
million passengers a year immediately, 
with planning consent to expand to-
wards 30 million. The economic case 
for expanding the airport is likely to 
become even greater if the planned 200 
mph HS2 rail service linking Birming-
ham Airport to London, with a spur to 
Heathrow, is built.

The letter continued: “With the South-
east overheating and the regions cry-
ing out for direct connectivity, we can 
have the best of both worlds by sup-
porting a rebalanced economy.”

Mr Morris told the Post: “We remain 
mystified why the CBI at the centre 
continues to peddle the one airport 
model.

“If you have a number of large air-
ports and distribute them around the 

country then everyone gets a bit of the 
economic benefit that flows from that.

“The idea that the UK should have 
only one hub airport in London is non-
sense.”

Mr Morris added that CBI West Mid-
lands director Richard Butler had been 
“very supportive of a more realistic and 
balanced approach” towards future 
aviation policy than the policy emerg-
ing from the organisation in London.

Birmingham Airport’s concerns are 
based on a “misunderstanding” of CBI 
policy, according to Mr Butler.

He said the organisation believed that 
airport expansion was necessary both 
in London and Birmingham in order to 
meet growing demand.

Mr Butler said: “The CBI has two 
angles, unfortunately the media has 
only picked up on one. We need to do 
something about airport capacity in 
London and the South-east, we are 
also backing the 
growth of region-
al airports like 
Bi rmingham 
where they have 
capacity for ex-
pansion.”

He sa id the 
planned exten-
sion of Bir-
m i n g -
h a m ’ s 
runway 

as well as the arrival of high speed rail 
would enable the airport to comple-
ment Heathrow.

“In travel times, Birmingham Airport 
will be closer to London than Tokyo 
Airport is to Tokyo,” Mr Butler added.

Mr Cridland set out the CBI’s views in 
a newspaper article, where he accused 
the Government of ignoring the need 
for new runways in the South-east.

The article continued: “We desper-
ately need a bold vision for the UK to 
have a world leading airport.

“The coalition agreement says no 
more runway capacity in the South-
east of England. I can’t cope with that. 
Surely if we want to stay in the premier 
league of the world economy, if we are 
going to access export markets of the 
world’s emerging economies, we have 
got to have a world-leading airport.”

He said the coalition had come up 
with a bold vision, thinking a genera-
tion ahead and committing tens of bil-
lions of pounds for a high speed railway 
from London to Birmingham and be-
yond. Yet for ministers, airport expan-
sion “is the issue that dare not speak its 
name, ” Mr Cridland said.

The CBI had not yet done detailed 
analysis on where it believes airport 
expansion should take place. “People in 
the industry think it should be built on 
Heathrow because there is so much 
sunk capital and connectivity already 
there,” he said. “That is why it would be 
quite radical to start somewhere else.

“There is a lot of thinking to do on this 
but there is no point doing that think-
ing if we are going to be banging our 
head against a brick wall. There is no 
point doing that detailed work if we 
haven’t won the battle on the principle. 
At the moment the Government doesn’t 
even have the vision.” 

Mr Cridland added: “The job of the 
CBI is to tell it as it is. If Government 
gets something wrong, it is our job to 
point that out even if it’s politically in-
convenient. It is not my job to be in 
Government’s pocket.”

Airport in row with CBI
over London expansion

John Morris, Head of Government and Industry Affairs at Birmingham 
Airport has asked for a meeting with CBI chief John Cridland (below)

Local Government Correspondent

PAULDALE

Campaigners battling to change the 
name of Birmingham International 
railway station to Birmingham Air-
port have been given fresh hope of 
victory.

Network Rail chairman Rick Hay-
thornthwaite promised to work to de-
liver the name change, and hinted 
that a deal could be formalised when 
the bidding process to allocate a new 
franchise for the West Coast Main 
Line is concluded next year.

Mr Haythornthwaite said he under-
stood the frustrations of airport offi-
cials, MPs, business representatives 
and council leaders who want the sta-

tion to be re-named to make the des-
tination clearer to passengers.

Previous attempts to force Network 
Rail’s hand ended in failure after the 
organisation asked for £500,000 to 
change timetables and station signs.

The Network Rail chairman added: 
“You must have the support of train 
operating companies to do this, so 
let’s see if we can get something 
placed into the franchise specifica-
tion. Let’s work out how we can 
change the name.”

John Morris, Head of Industry and 
Government Affairs at Birmingham 
Airport, said two of the four prospec-

tive franchise bidders had given an 
undertaking that they would work to 
have the station re-named.

Mr Morris added: “Most people un-
derstand the rationale behind want-
ing to change the name to make it 
clearer for customers. Two of the fran-
chise bidders accept this and we hope 
that the other two will follow suit.”

Birmingham International railway 
station opened in January 1976 and 
the name was meant to refer to the 
airport, which was then called Bir-
mingham International Airport. The 
station also serves the National Exhi-
bition Centre.

New hope for railway station name change

A £1 million investment in its Midland 
headquarters has put a manufacturer 
which supplies the Formula One indus-
try on track for its ambitious sales tar-
get.

Arrowsmith Engineering, based in 
Coventry, has seen sales rise by 20 per 
cent in the past 12 months, and is on 
target to reach plans for a £4 million 
turnover.

The company, which also supplies 
precision components for the aerospace 
industry and the energy sector spent £1 
million to complete its headquarters, 
increase floor space by a third, to 15,000 
sq ft, and invest in new facilities.

The firm, which makes engine and 
actuation parts for some of the world’s 
leading primes, including Rolls Royce, 
Goodrich, Pattonair and Meggit, has 
tapped into support from the Manufac-
turing Advisory Service – West Midlands 
(MAS-WM) to embark on a growth 
surge.

Managing director Jason Aldridge 
said: “We are working to a five year busi-
ness plan that will see us move from a 
£1.8 million turnover to a firm that is 
commanding in excess of £4 million in 
annual sales.

“Naturally, up to 10 new jobs could be 
created as a result of this growth.

“Our growth has been based on estab-
lishing more strategic partnerships with 
our clients that see us work even closer 
with them to improve quality, on time 
delivery and offer them added value de-
sign.

“This approach has reaped dividends 
and we now hold approved supplier sta-
tus with Rolls Royce in Canada, Ger-
many, Singapore and the UK, Goodrich, 
Bombardier and Eaton. We are also tak-
ing this same strategy with the energy 
firms we currently work with.”

Arrowsmith Engineering, which em-
ploys 39 people, provides turning, mill-
ing and grinding services in both large 
volume and low quantities, including 
after sales, development projects and 
aliens and strangers.

The firm, which was recently visited by 
Business Minister Mark Prisk, has di-
versified its offer to become a global 
specialist in high precision, complex 
components in exotic metals.

Many of its manufactured parts are 
being used in the Rolls-Royce Trent se-
ries engines used on the Airbus A380, 

A350 and the Boeing 747 and 787.
Its investment in new machinery has 

included a thread rolling laboratory and 
three CNC lathes. 

Mr Aldridge, who became managing 
director in 2009, added: “MAS-WM has 
been an important driver in our expan-
sion with specialist adviser Peter Jones 
providing constant mentoring and help 
on specific projects, including the layout 
of the new factory, links to probing trials 
and giving us access to new machinery 
and technology.

“MAS understand what manufactur-

ers want and have access to specialist 
experts that can make a real difference 
to our bottom line.”

Manufacturing Advisory Service 
(MAS) in 2012 will continue to deliver a 
national service to all manufacturing 
businesses in England.

It is aiming to create £1.5 billion in 
economic growth, 23,000 jobs and safe-
guard 50,000 jobs.

birminghampost.net/
manufacturing

HQ investment reaping 
rewards for F1 supplier

Jason Aldridge shows Minister for Business Mark Prisk around Arrowsmith Engineering’s site in Coventry

contact deputy head of business graeme brown at graeme.brown@birminghampost.net  � manufacturing 39

Manufacturing group Hill & Smith Hold-
ings has said international income – par-
ticularly from the US – has helped it meet 
management targets.

The Shirley-based firm said export 
sales continued to underpin its perform-
ance in the first half of the year.

The group, which was previously 
chaired by recently deceased industrial-
ist David Grove, said it had managed to 
reduce net debt to £110.8 million, com-
pared with £113.9 million as reported at 
the half year.

It has been wholly focused on infra-
structure products and galvanizing 
services as part of growth plans.

The group, which makes road safety 
barriers and bridge parapets among 
other things, said the UK roads market 
“remains challenging against the back-
ground of reduced government infra-
structure spending”.

However, it added: “Our expansion into 
other road markets through the recent 
acquisition of ATA in Scandinavia, and 
our push for international growth in 

Australia and the Middle East, are help-
ing to mitigate the UK downturn.”

The group said its utilities arm had a 
robust order book and, as anticipated, 
was delivering a stronger second half 
performance, despite its Thai facility, 
while not directly impacted by the cur-
rent flooding in Bangkok, experiencing 
flood-related issues with its supply 
chain.

Speaking of the death of Mr Grove OBE 
on November 12, chief executive Derek 
Muir paid tribute to his time with the 
group.

He said: “As chief executive and latterly 
chairman, from 1998 until his retire-
ment in 2009, David was the prime driv-
ing force behind Hill & Smith Holdings 
and the architect of the business it is 
today.

“During that period he drove the ex-
pansion and profitable growth of our 
group, and embedded the entrepreneur-
ial culture that remains at our heart 
today. Our thoughts are with his family 
at this very sad time.”

Non-UK sales boost Hill & Smith

Former Brintons Carpets director Peter 
Johansen has been appointed as the 
new group finance director at Manga-
nese Bronze.

The Coventry-based firm, the leading 
manufacturer of the distinctive London 
taxi, said Mr Johansen would officially 
start work on December 1.

He previously held the role of group fi-
nance director at Brintons since 2005 
and Manganese said he “played an in-
strumental role in establishing its new 
factory in Suzhou, China”. 

Mr Johansen has wide experience of 
international global businesses gained 
while working previously for Jotun A/S 
and MacDermid. 

Tim Melville-Ross, chairman of the 
company, said: “I am delighted that 
Peter Johansen is joining us and I be-
lieve that he will make a significant 
contribution.”

Mr Johansen has a BSc (Hons) in in-
ternational banking and finance.

Taxi firm brings 
in finance chief

Tyre giant Michelin has announced 
plans to invest up to £50 million in its 
UK manufacturing sites – including in 
Staffordshire.

This plan will be supported by grants 
from the UK and Scottish governments 
and will help the firm increase produc-
tion and help secure employment at all 
three of its UK production sites.

Implementation of these plans has al-
ready begun at Dundee with the hiring 
of 140 people to fill newly-created posi-
tions, while in Stoke-on-Trent work has 
commenced with the conversion of an 
existing building, ahead of the installa-
tion of new state-of-the-art equipment 
for the manufacture of the latest genera-
tion Michelin Remix truck tyres.

Eric Le Corre, Michelin UK’s managing 
director, said: “We are extremely excited 
about this planned investment as it 
shows that the Michelin Group is firmly 
committed to the future of tyre manu-
facturing in the UK.”

Michelin unveils 
£50m investment

richardawilliams
Prize serves 
as reminder

The new ‘Nobel Prize’ for Engineering, 
offering a biannual award of £1 mil-
lion for innovation in engineering, 
serves to remind us that engineering 
is at the very heart of society. 

Engineering is the pathway through 
which discoveries and ideas are deliv-
ered to society. The UK’s most prestig-
ious professional body of engineers is 
behind the formation of a trust to 
award  the ‘Queen Elizabeth Engi-
neering Prize’.

If anyone needed reminding engi-
neering remains a keystone activity 
and the routes to develop economic 
sustainability. The public perception 
of engineering is sometimes associ-
ated with mechanical fixing (large 
spanners and oily overalls). The real-
ity is that engineering encompasses a 
broad range of activities from design 
of products, processes and policies 
through to construction and opera-
tion of buildings, refining of metals, 
foods and fuels, electronic devices and 
even human body parts. Engineering 
is truly at the heart of society.

Birmingham and the West Midlands 
is also at the literal heart of UK engi-
neering with a longstanding heritage. 
Engineering is enjoying a renaissance 
in the creation of companies under-
pinning biomedical, transportation 
and energy systems.  

Currently manufacturing accounts 
for 12 per cent of the UK economy but 
more than 75 per cent of physical ex-
ports. In our region its importance in 
employment is amongst the highest 
proportion in the UK reaching up to 
11.8 per cent in the West Midlands 
and this is set to expand. We can al-
most ‘feel’ this in our region with evi-
dent growth in our world leading au-
tomotive and aeronautics sectors and 
in new initiatives such as the incred-
ible Manufacturing Technology Cen-
tre in Ansty. 

Employment opportunities for engi-
neering graduates are very strong and 
at the University of Birmingham there 
has been a marked change in the de-
mand and quality of school students 
enrolling in engineering degree pro-
grammes – but the number of such 
graduates is still insufficient to meet 
market demands. The University of 
Birmingham is investing in develop-
ing new capabilities in advanced 
manufacturing technology to create 
and inspire the next generation of 
professional engineers. The require-
ments for modern manufacturing are 
rather different to the factories of the 
past. Pioneering research at the uni-
versity is also able to be linked to oth-
ers in our partner cities in Guangzhou 
and Chicago, amplifying our influ-
ence and attracting new income and 
talent to the UK. 

So for the continued wellbeing of our 
national and regional economy let’s 
hope the new Queen Elizabeth Prize 
for Engineering will raise the profile of 
engineering. 

Professor Richard A Williams works 
at the University of Birmingham


